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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


There are over 80 Topic Collections in the Mass-Observation Archive at the 
University of Sussex covering issues ranging from Anti-Semitism and 
Commodities to Leisure and Work. These represent surveys and 
investigations carried out by Mass-Observation mainly between 1937 and 
1949, with some later files for the 1960s and 1970s. 


Together with the Worktown Collection these represent the raw material of 
the Mass-Observation Archive. Some of this was worked up into a polished 
form in the Publications which appear in Part 1 of this project. Brief details 
also appeared in the File Reports, some of which have been published in 
microfiche. But this is the first time that Topic Collections have been 
published in their entirety, giving scholars an opportunity to re-examine and 
re-interpret the extensive evidence that was gathered in the form of 
transcribed conversations, questionnaires, ‘overheards’ (literally overheard 
remarks), and reports. The files are also an important source of ephemeral 
evidence as observers gathered many pertinent pamphlets, leaflets, news 
cuttings and other evidence (including transcribed graffiti). 


Coverage of the Topic Collections commenced with Part 4 and 5 of this 
project, which focussed on social welfare and living conditions, covering: 
Reconstruction, Family Planning, Health, Day Nurseries, Adult & Higher 
Education, Post-War Hopes, Public Administration & Social Services in 
Wartime, Beveridge Report Surveys, Housing, Work, Fuel and Food. 


Parts 6-8 offered material on the Home Front During World War Il, and topics 
such as: Evacuation, Youth, Children & Education, Women in Wartime, Anti- 
semitism, Air-Raids, Propaganda & Morale, the 1940 London Survey, 
Conscientious Objection, Pacifism, Forces, Gas Masks and Dogs in Wartime. 


Part 9 offered material on Shopping, Personal Appearance & Clothes, as well 
as the Co-operative stores survey, Commercial Advertising and Commodities. 


This tenth part looks at Leisure and Entertainment, 1937-1951 including: 


Holidays, 1937-51 (TC 58) (2 boxes); 

Leisure, 1940-47 (TC 80, 6 boxes); 

Live Entertainment, 1938-1948 (TC 16, 6 boxes); 

Music, Dancing and Jazz, 1939-41 (TC 38, 8 boxes); 

Sport, 1939-47 (TC 82, 2 boxes); 

Astrology & Spiritualism, 1938-47 (TC 8, 1 box); 

Wall-chalkings, Jokes, Games and Jigsaws, 1937-41 (TC 41, 1 box) 


This will provide a treasure trove for social historians studying a wide range of 
cultural phenomena. 


The section on holidays takes us back to another age when foreign holidays 
were a rarity. The following account is typical of the novelistic detail to be 
found in the reports, which also convey the emotions of the subjects: 


‘At 4pm the shadows were creeping over me so | thought it was time for a 
bathe, so | dressed in slacks and went down. There was a bit of wind. | went 
Straight in for five minutes then lay full length on the shingle. There was less 
than a dozen in, but dozens lying on the beach. | shivered for a bit, then at 5 
the sun went in, there being much cloud, so | decided to have another bathe 
(just in and out) and walked home. We change in canvas huts.” 


There are descriptions of mill towns, where up to two thirds of the population 
go off on holiday at the same time — many to the same destination. There are 
reports of holiday camps and the industrialization of leisure — described by 
one observer as “a perfect opportunity to observe the consumers of mass- 
produced commodities.” There are accounts of changing habits in betting and 
smoking and of the ways in which workers save up throughout the year for 
their week in the sun (or the nearest they could get to it). 


The section on Live Entertainment starts with an in depth investigation of life 
at the circus and in fun-fairs. The observers talk with the owners, the artistes 
and the public who attend. There are even diary accounts of life on the road. 
There is also much on Pantomime, Music Hall, Cabaret and Theatre. Many 
Original programmes are included and contemporary cuttings, which provide a 
useful contrast to the records of observers. The humour in pantomimes is 
analysed in detail, including a note on all topical political references. 
Productions discussed run the full gamut from nude women in ‘artistic poses’ 
at the Windmill, to the latest performances of the Polish ballet. There are 
reports from theatres in Blackpool, Bridlington, Cambridge, Leeds, Liverpool, 


London, Newcastle, Northampton, Oxford, Sheffield, Southport, and 
Worcester. 


The section on Music, Dancing and Jazz will be of great interest to all those 
studying popular music and the emergence of swing and be-bop. There are 
detailed reports on the goings on at Peckham Pavilion and the Streatham 
Locarno, as well as in Bolton, Brighton, Canterbury, Ipswich, and Liverpool. 
Dance crazes such as the Lambeth Walk and the Chestnut Tree 
(immortalized by Orwell in 1984) are described in photographs and words. 
The Jazz reviews are tremendous. For instance: 


“Coleman Hawkins. 2.4.39 

Obs. impressions of his playing ... 

1 Colossal impression of energy ... 

2 The rasping sound which he produced ... 
3 The deep breaths which he took ... 

4 His style of playing ...” 


The review is thorough and appreciative. 


There is also excellent material on night clubs, Denmark Street, music 
publishers, and dancing - as well as a good collection of sheet music and 
music advertising. ; 


The section on Sport starts with a series of reports on the effect of the war on 
sport in Britain. There are files on angling, athletics, billiards, cricket, darts, 
football, golf, greyhound racing, horse racing, pigeon racing, rowing, rugby, 
snooker, speedway and swimming. These include many first-hand 
descriptions of matches and the crowds in attendance. For instance: 


“Arsenal were two up before half-time. Compton, D., smashing a shot from 
the penalty line, and for his second , shooting low into the net after an 
amazing dribble past at least five men.” 


This was a great period for Arsenal, with Leslie and Dennis Compton scoring 
14 goals in 3 matches! 


The box on astrology and spiritualism has material concerning psychic 
phenomena, psychometry and fortune telling, but is largely concerned with 
almanacs and horoscopes and popular perceptions regarding these. 


The final box contains a wide variety of disparate, but interesting, files. These 
include: 


Wall chalkings — an analysis of graffiti and street paintings; 
Jokes — taken from air-raids, the music hall, soldiers and elsewhere — 
in its own way, a barometer of public taste; 
Children’s games — observed and described; 
e Toys — with catalogues from Harrod’s and Hamleys; 
e Jigsaw puzzles — describing the most popular designs. 


Countless study topics are suggested by even a casual glance through the 
files and the joy of the Mass-Observation files is that they are full of 
compelling, detailed accounts of moments in the lives of ordinary people. 


William Pidduck 
January 2004 


TECHNICAL NOTE 


Our microform publications are prepared and produced in accordance with 
recommended and established guide-lines for the production of microform of superior 
quality. These conform to the recommendations of the standard guides to good 
microforming and micropublishing practice. 


Attention should be drawn to the nature of the original material. These records feature 
many common problems such as showthrough, curvature, staining and variable inking. 
There are some crumpled and torn pages. News clippings and photographs cause 
different problems for filmers due to their size and tonal range. There are also large 
tabulation sheets, which have often been written on with light pencil. Every effort has 
been made to minimise these difficulties and some openings are microfilmed more than 
once in an attempt to bring out all the features of the original. Nevertheless these 
Original characteristics present difficulties of image and contrast which stringent tests 
and variations of density cannot entirely overcome. 


The most responsible care has been exercised in the filming of this unique collection and 
every effort has been made to ensure that this microform publication meets the 
standards established by the Association for Information and Image Management (AIIM) 


and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 
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LEISURE 1940-47 

TC 80: 6 boxes 

BOX 1: LEISURE 1940-47 

80/1/A: Reports 

Ts "Memo on a study of leisure" (JC, AH) 2.1.40 

Ts "Note on leisure report" (LE) 25.8.40 

Ts document "Leisure" 2962/42 by the PEP Physical Planning group 9.9.42 
Ms "Supplement to leisure report" 5.10.42 


Ts "Extracts from preliminary results of Birmingham leisure and pleasure 
survey for information PEP" 28.2.47 


Ts "Appendix to report on leisure" August 1947 (BB) 

Ts comments from leisure survey June 1948 

Ts report covering: pubs, dogs (racing), outdoors, sex (Ist 12 pages missing) 
80/1/B: Cinema counts 


Counts of people at cinemas in: Camden Town, Chiswick, Dorking, 
Hammersmith, Kilburn, Notting Hill Gate. 1947 


80/1/C: Football/rugby counts 


Counts of people attending football and rugby matches at Aston Villa, Blaina, 
Bolton, Fulham, Middlesbrough, York. April and May 1947 


80/1/D: Magazines and newspapers 


Ts list of newspapers and cheaper periodicals titles, price publisher and 
printers addresses 5.2.? (BW) 


Magazine purchase counts Piccadilly Underground 7.11.? (BW) 
80/1/E: Miscellaneous 


Ts letter from the British Federation of Co-operative Youth. Details of 
weekend camp in August 24.7.41 


Ts programme for "A performance of Eurhythmy" Ealing 2.8.41 


Ms informals on hunting, reading and radio 28.4.44 (MM) 


Overheards at Bethnal Green 19-20.6.47 (MM) 
Typed ex. Daily Mail 3.1.42: Cinema income 

BOX 2: LEISURE SURVEY SPRING 1947 

80/2/A: Questionnaires, codings and instructions 


Ts leisure questionnaire (final) 2 copies. Questions on: the likelihood of war: 
clubs; attitudes to luck; fatalism; God; astrology; betting; pubs; political 
alliance. Includes biographical information 


Ts instructions for questionnaire (3 copies) 

Ts coding (2 copies and 1 draft version) 

Ts notes on coding leisure survey 

Ts table of coding for football pools, dogs and crosswords (4 copies) 
Ts analysis sheet for leisure survey 


Ms "Method for finding out how many people bet weekly, monthly etc. from 
results of leisure questionnaire" 


80/2/B-E: Questionnaire responses 
80/2/F: Ms tabulation of responses 


80/2/G: Results of survey on favourite pub drink: (see also TC 85: 
Drinking Habits) 


Ts results of survey 
Ms tabulation of responses 
80/2/H: Ts table of coding for drinking in pubs vs clubs 


80/2/l: Ms tabulations of coding of relation between drinking and 
newspaper reading 


BOX 3: LEISURE SURVEY SPRING 1947 (continued...) 
80/3/A-C: Questionnaire responses 

80/3/D: Analysis sheets 

Ms notes on sorting order see ae 


80/3/E : Analysis sheets 


BOX 4: LEISURE SURVEY 9/2 (1948) 

80/4/A: Questionnaires, coding and instructions 

Ts 1st draft of leisure questionnaire 9/2 

Ts 2nd draft leisure questionnaire 9/2 24.8.48 (2 copies) 

Ts 2nd draft of questionnaire by BE (questions 11-19 only) (2 copies) 

Ts draft of questionnaire 26.8.48 

Ts final draft 4.9.48 

Ts draft code list 

Ts code list September 1948 (3 copies-1 with Ist 2 pages missing) 

Ts instructions to Investigators August-September 1948 

80/4/B-C: Questionnaire responses September 1948 

Questions and answers on: sporting activity and spectatorship; sporting 
standards; gambling on sport; games on Sunday; national sport; perceived 
attitudes of foreigners to Britain; world affairs-opinions of America, Russia, 
United Nations. Includes biographical information 

80/4/D: Leisure survey 9/2 analysis sheets: October 1948 

BOX 5: LEISURE SURVEY 9/3 

80/5/A: Questionnaire and coding 

Ts code list 

Ts/ms questionnaire responses November 1948. Questions on: leisure 
activity; cinema/theatre/music hall attendance; reading; working; clubs and 
societies; expenditure: house-keeping money, drinking, smoking, betting, 
clothes. Includes biographical information 

80/5/B: Questionnaire responses: November 1948 

80/5/C: Analysis sheets: December 1948 

Ms note on limitation of tables 

80/5/D: Analysis sheets: December 1948 

80/5/E: Analysis sheets 


Fulham only 


BOX 6: LEISURE SURVEY Ill 

80/6/A: Questionnaires, coding and instructions 

Ts coding for Leisure III survey (2 copies) 

Ts Leisure II] questionnaire, Ist pilot March 1948 (2 copies) 

Ts Leisure III questionnaire, 2nd pilot and final March 1948 (2 copies) 
Ms note and sample for further questionnaire on leisure basis 

Ts table of Leisure Ill quota in Dagenham (DH) 

Ts instructions 25.3.48 (MLY) (2 copies) 

Ms note additional questions asked in Middlesbrough and Aston 

Ts copy of questionnaire. Questions on: The Marshall Plan; smoking; 
newspaper readership; cinema attendance; pools; alcohol; pubs; political 
alliance. Includes biographical information 


80/6/B-G: Questionnaire responses 


80/6/H-l: Analysis sheets 
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